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Important Items 
 

Mark Your Calendar! 

 Annual Membership Survey Launch: October 
11, 2019 

 November 1, 2019:  
o 2020 Membership Renewal opens 
o 96th Annual Meeting Registration 

opens 

 December 1, 2019: AANP Abstract Submission 
Site open for submissions 

 June 11 – 14, 2020: 96th Annual Meeting 
 
 

Reminders 

 Renew your 
membership by 
December 31, 2019 to 
ensure uninterrupted 
member benefits  

 Complete the Annual 
Membership Survey by 
November 8, 2019 

 

On the Horizon 
 

2020 Membership Renewal 
2020 Membership renewal is right around the corner 
and will launch on November 1, 2019.  The AANP will 
be sending an e-mail with additional information and a 
direct link.  While renewing your membership, you will 
be able to update your contact information and 
purchase the 2020 Self-Assessment Module Bundle.  If 
you have any questions during the renewal process, be 
certain to reach out to the AANP Office at 
aanp@aoeconsulting.com or (720) 372-0888. 

Membership Survey 
Each fall, the AANP requests that members complete 
the Annual Membership Survey which launched on 
October 11, 2019.  We request that all AANP members 
participate as the results inform future educational 
offerings at the Annual Meeting.  The survey also helps 
to facilitate documentation of areas of educational 
need which is a requirement of the accreditation 
board, the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME). 
 

 
 
 

mailto:aanp@aoeconsulting.com


 
96th Annual Meeting 
We are looking forward to the 96th Annual Meeting occurring at 
the Hyatt Regency Monterey in Monterey, California from June 
11-14th, 2020.  Over the next several months, e-mail 
correspondence will be shared to provide updates and 
information regarding the Annual Meeting.  The most immediate 
upcoming e-mails are as follows: 
1. Meeting Registration Launch: November 1, 2019 
2. Annual Meeting Abstract Submission Site Launch: December 1, 
2019 

 
We can’t wait to welcome you all to Monterey – this is a great venue to invite friends and bring family!  Mark your 
calendars, the Annual Meeting is 241 days away! 
 

Announcements 

AANP Archivist 
The AANP wishes to communicate a heartfelt “thank you” to Dr. Michael Hart for serving the AANP in the role of 
Archivist for the past 12 years.  Dr. Hart decided to step-down from his role in August 2019.  
 
With the opening of the Archivist position, the AANP released a call for interested applicants with a deadline of 
August 31, 2019. AANP President, Daniel Brat, MD, PhD, reviewed interested applicants and appointed Charles L. 
White, III, MD as the AANP’s new Archivist. 
 

95th Annual Meeting Review 
 

The AANP 95th Annual Meeting in Atlanta this 
past June set a record for attendance with over 
420 attendees!  The meeting was a wonderful 
opportunity for colleagues, trainees and 
leaders in the field of neuropathology to catch 
up with old friends and make new connections.  
The Annual Meeting ran from Thursday, June 
6th through Sunday, June 9th, 2019, leading off 
with the Thursday Special Course and closing 
with Sunday’s Presidential Symposium.  
Platform sessions, Named Lectures and poster 
viewing occurred on Friday and Saturday. 
 
On Thursday, June 6th, 2019, the meeting opened with the Special Course: Unintended Consequences: The Iatrogenic 
Neuropathology of Systemic Therapies, which was organized by . R. Ross Reichard, MD and Maria Martinez-Lage, 
MD, PhD.  The AANP was pleased to welcome such a captivating faculty lineup.   
 



The meeting’s Named Lectures were spaced from Friday through Sunday and were 
presented by engaging faculty.  The Parisi Lecture led off on Friday with Beth 
Stevens, PhD of Boston Children’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School presenting 
Microglia Function and Dysfunction in Neurologic Disease. Later that afternoon, 
Alison Goate, D.Phil of Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai presented the 
DeArmond Lecture, Rare and Common Genetic Variation Implicate Microglial 
Function in Alzheimer’s Disease Risk.  The Korey Lecture, Approaching the 
Challenge of Determining Mechanism Through Neuropathology occurred on 
Saturday, presented by Jean Paul Vonsattel, MD of Columbia University.  The final 
Name Lecture, the Moore Lecture, Rapid and Holistic 3D Imaging of Large-scale 
Tissues, occurred on Sunday and was presented by Kwanghun Chung, PhD of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 

Saturday also hosted the What Every Neuropathologist Needs to Know Lectures: Muscle presented by Steven Moore, 
MD, PhD of the University of Iowa and Nerve presented by Peter Pytel, MD of the University of Chicago. 
 
On Saturday evening, the Diagnostic Slide Session, hosted by Caterina Giannini, MD, PhD, DSS Moderator, and 
Rebecca Folkerth, MD, DSS Manager, also occurred.  This was a big year for the DSS as it marked 60 years since the 
DSS was first established!  Arie Perry, MD introduced the session with his rendition of The DSS Tonight, adapted by 
Joseph Parisi, MD. The 2019 DSS Protocols can be viewed here. 
 
Closing out the meeting, the Presidential Symposium: New Ways to Look at the Brain – What Can Neuropathologists 
See, was directed by Matthew P. Frosch, MD, PhD and included engaging faculty consisting of Matthew P. Frosch, 
MD, PhD; Edward Boyden, PhD; and Jean Augustinack, PhD. 
 
Based on the aggregate evaluation data from attendees, the 95th Annual Meeting was well-received as highlighted 
by the ratings of the six questions assessing the participants’ evaluations of the quality of the Annual Meeting.  The 
figure below displays these results and shows that all ratings were consistently high, which indicates that 
participants felt that (1) the information presented was pertinent to their professional needs, (2) the teaching and 
learning methods were effective, (3) the information presented was current, (4) the information was presented in 
a fair and balanced manner with scientific rigor, (5) the activity was well organized and managed, and (6) the content 
contributes valuable information that will assist in improving patient outcomes (Response scale ranges from “1-
Strongly Disagree” to “4-Strongly Agree”). Additionally, participants indicated that this activity was free from 
commercial bias (100%).  
 

 
  

http://neuro.pathology.pitt.edu/DSSFiles/CurrentDSS.htm


Awards 

The following awards were presented at the 95th Annual Meeting. 
 

  

  

  



 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Meritorious Contributions to Neuropathology 
The awards for Meritorious Contributions to Neuropathology recognize members who have made significant 
contributions to the advancement of knowledge in neuropathology and provided service to the American 
Association of Neuropathologists. Each recipient of the award is nominated by the President, in conjunction with 
the Nominating Committee, and with the approval of the Executive Council. This year’s awards were presented to 
Eileen Bigio, MD and Raymond Sobel, MD. Congratulations! 
 

  
Trainee Luncheon 
The annual Trainee Luncheon occurred on June 7, 2018 and was hosted by Suzanne Powell, MD.  The luncheon 
featured a panel discussion on the topic Neuropathology Job Market: Finding a Job.  Further, the luncheon serves as 
a networking event for trainees, leaders in the field and Executive Council members.  During this time, recipients of 
the 2019 Travel Awards were recognized as well. 
 
Travel Awards: The American Association of Neuropathologists presented six (6) $1,000.00 travel awards to the 
following recipients: Calixto-Hope Lucas, Kanish Mirchia, Julieann Lee, Osama Al Dalahmah, Michael Miller and Nikhil 
Ghayal.   
 

Annual Business Meeting – June 2019 
The following committee updates provide a high-level overview of the Committee Reports presented at the June 
2019 Business Meetings as well as other pertinent updates.  
 

Committee Updates  
Awards Committee 

The Awards Committee, consisting of 20 total members, reviewed a record 234 abstracts for the 2019 Annual 
Meeting.  As comparison, there were 219 and 218 abstracts in 2017 and 2018, respectively.  Of the 234 abstracts, 
64 were presented as platform sessions, and 170 were poster presentations.  During the 95th Annual Meeting, there 
were five awards and two honorable mention awards presented for abstracts. See the Awards section in 95th Annual 
Meeting Review. 
 

  



Program Committee 

The Program Committee is tasked with organizing abstract submissions and slating the program for the Annual 
Meeting.  Further, the Program Committee is responsible for selecting the AANP, Richard Davis and ISN Travel 
Awards.  Overall, 234 abstracts were submitted, as compared to 2017 and 2018 (219 and 218 abstracts) which 
equates to a 7% increase.  The following chart shows the distribution of abstracts submitted across categories, 
noting, as typical, the most popular submission category again being Tumors. 

Category Abstracts 
(n) 

Abstracts 
(%) 

Platform 
(n) 

Platform 
(%) 

Tumors 90 39 16 25 

Neurodegenerative 52 22 21 33 

Muscle, Nerve and Eye 
Pathology 

24 10 7 11 

Demyelinating/inflammatory 5 2 0 0 

Infectious 8 3 2 3 

Developmental/Pediatric 20 9 7 11 

CTE/Trauma 5 2 4 6 

Vascular/Stroke 7 3 1 2 

Other 23 10 6 9 

Total 234 100 64 100 
 

The Abstract Submission site will be open for submissions for the 96th Annual Meeting beginning December 1, 2019. 
 

Nominating Committee 

At the 2019 Annual Meeting, the Nominating Committee presented the following slate of nominees, approved by 
the Executive Council: 

President-Elect: R. Ross Reichard, MD 
Vice President-Elect: Eric Huang, MD, PhD 
Vice President for Professional Affairs: Doug Anthony, MD, PhD 
Secretary-Treasurer: Jennifer Baccon, MD, PhD 
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer: Eddie Lee, MD, PhD 
Members At Large: Rebecca Folkerth, MD and Peter Nelson, MD 
 

Membership Committee 

The Membership Committee, consisting of seven total members and chaired by Anne Buckley, MD, PhD continued 
efforts to ensure database accuracy by continually updating contact information and sending out targeted 
correspondence to Junior members who qualify for Active status. Between July 2018 and May 2019, the Membership 
Committee approved an astounding 51 new member applications. 

New Active  
Members 

New Junior  
Members 

New Associate 
Members 

Junior to Active 

Heather Ames, MD, PhD 
Christian Davidson, MD 
Ahmed Gilani, MD, PhD 
William Hickey, MD 
Missia Kohler, MD 
Sung Hye Park, MD, PhD 
Thor Stein, MD, PhD 
Christina Appin, MD 
Gunnar Hargus, MD, PhD 
Marco Hefti, MD 
Peter Kobalka, MD 
Evan Matshes 
David Meredith, MD, PhD 

Cathryn Cadwell, MD, PhD 
Kurt Farrell, PhD 
Jason Gregory, MD 
Stefan Prokop, MD 
Shahram Saberi, MD 
Marissa Spino, DO 
Janice Ahn, MD 
Osama Al Dalahmah, MD, 
DPhil 
Amir Banihashemi, MD 
Dibson Gondim, MD, PhD 
Hannah Harmsen, MD 
Richard Hickman, MD 

Fahd Al Sufiani, MBBS, 
FRCPC 
Dale Davis, MA 
Jennifer (Jey) Koehler, 
DVM, PhD 

Leomar Ballester, MD, 
PhD 
Andrea Gilbert DO 
Pallavi Gopal, MD, PhD 
Jose Velazquez, MD 
John DeWitt, MD, PhD 
Timothy Richardson, DO, 
PhD 
Tejus Bale, MD, PhD 
Kevin Bieniek, PhD 
Areli Cuevas-Ocampo, 
MD 
Meghan Driscoll, MD 



Angela Viaene, MD, PhD 
Philip Boyer, MD, PhD 
William Cox, MD 
Mercia Duarte Bezerra Dibe 
Gondim, MD 
Isaac Solomon, MD, PhD 
Alexander Vormeyer, MD, 
PhD 
Nitin Wadhwani, MD 

Kwok Ling Kam, MD 
Daniel Marker, MD, PhD 
Matthew McCord, MD 
Nathan Clement, MD 
Yelena Fudym DO 
Kristyn Galbraith, MD 
Peng Cheng Han, MD, PhD 
Jeffrey Hofmann, MD, PhD 
Dmitri Kapitonov, DO, 
PhD, DABCC 
Calixto-Hope Lucas, MD 
Kanish Mrichia, MD 
Meaghan Morris, MD, PhD 
Emily Sloan, MD, PhD 
Jorge Trejo-Lopez, MD 
Melissa Umphlett, MD 
Wen Zhong, MD 

Giselle Lopez, MD, PhD 
Mari Perez-Rosendahl, 
MD 
Vanessa Smith, MD 
Vivian Snyder, DO 

 

Election to Senior Membership 

Khang Cheng Ho, MD, PhD 
Susan Staugaitis, MD, PhD 
Karen Weidenheim, MD 
Robert Garman, DVM 

Ehud Lavi, MD 
Jan Leestma, MD 
Dov Soffer, MD 
Kondi Wong, MD 

 
“In Memoriam” - Reported Between the 94th Annual Meeting and 95th Annual Meeting 

Susan Staugaitis, MD, PhD  
Lester Adelman, MD 
Carol Petito, MD 
Haruo Okazaki, MD 
Anne Jouvet, MD (non-member, though well known to many) 
 

 

Constitution & Bylaws Committee 

The following provides a high-level overview of proposed amendments to the Bylaws that were presented at the 
2018 Annual Business Meeting and approved the Fall of 2018. The current Constitution and Bylaws are posted on 
the website for further review.  

 Amendments to the By-Laws- Article 5: Duties of the Officers 
o Section 5.1, President: Remove the phrase, “the Nominating Committee and the Chair of” 

Rationale: Current process includes the Education Committee and not the Nominating Committee 
(re: Named Lectures) 

 Amendments to the By-Laws – Article 6: Committees 
o Section 6.7, Membership Committee: Update the term to 1 year, renewable for two additional terms. 

Rationale: A three-year term limit would ensure continuity on the Membership Committee 
 
The amendments were approved by membership on November 20, 2018 with the required two-thirds affirmative 
votes received electronically (Article 1, Section 1.2). 
 

  

http://www.neuropath.org/bylaws-and-links


Professional Affairs 

The Professional Affairs Committee presented the 2018 AANP Membership Survey results at the Annual Business 
Meeting on June 8, 2019. A total of 116 individuals responded to the Fall 2018 AANP Membership Survey. 
 
Annual Membership Survey Overview:  

 Goal: base educational offerings on data collected from the membership 

 ACCME-driven requirement for CME 

 Assess and document professional practice gaps, educational needs of membership 

 Results utilized for topic areas for future annual meetings 

 Education Committee meetings and prior evaluations/surveys lead to survey content 
 
The Education Committee was previously an ad-hoc committee under the Professional Affairs Committee. Now that 
the Education Committee is a stand-alone committee, it is solely responsible for development of the clinical 
assertion statements which make-up the majority of the Annual Membership Survey. The Professional Affairs 
Committee will focus on changes and trends in the practice of neuropathology, as is needed. The Fall 2019 
Membership Survey launched on October 11th, 2019.  Survey responses are anonymous. We ask that all AANP 
members please complete the survey by November 8th, 2019. 
 

Website Committee 

The Website Committee continues to manage the website created for the AANP and had a busy 2019 year!  The 
Committee intends to maintain and implement several plans in 2020. 
 
Highlights from the past year include: 

 Nearly 150,000 more hits on the AANP homepage from 2018 to 2019 

 Job and fellowship postings added and regularly updated 

 Implementation of Referred-Based Access Control for JNEN 

 Social media as of June 2019: 
o 3,393 followers on Facebook 
o 2,274 followers on Twitter 
o 394 followers on LinkedIn 
o 988,719 pages views of Dr. Brian Moore’s Neuropathology Blog 
o Neuropathology presence on YouTube 

Future Plans: 

 Learning Management System 

 Diagnostic Slide Session Long-Term Plan 
 

Make certain to visit the website regularly, www.neuropath.org, as it is continually updated with pertinent AANP 
information! 
 

  

http://www.neuropath.org/


Education Committee 
 Self-Assessment Modules: The Education Committee diligently works to plan and implement 

new SAMs.  There are currently 16 journal-based SAMs available, with six being offered for 

RCPSC Section III MOC Credit (CANP approved).  There are also seven, 2019 Annual Meeting 

SAMs.  Please note that the Annual Meeting SAMs are only available to those individuals who 

attended the 95th Annual Meeting and will no longer be available after November 30, 2019.  

There are several more SAMs in development and an e-mail announcement will be sent once 

they become available.  Additionally, the Education Committee will continue to offer the 

option to purchase the SAMs bundle for unlimited access to SAMs.  To purchase the 2020 

SAMs bundle, ensure to select this option during your 2020 Membership Renewal, beginning 

on November 1, 2019. 

 

As highlighted in May 2019, the AANP is engaged in the Accreditation Council for Continuing 

Medical Education (ACCME) and American Board of Pathology (ABPath) collaboration which 

means that the AANP reports information about diplomates completion of self-assessment 

modules (SAMs) to the ABPath via the ACCME Program and Activity Reporting System (PARS).  

Diplomates must have an ABPath PATHway account set-up before they can be matched to 

submitted PARS records. Further, diplomates must ensure that their Dayspring profile is up-

to-date with their ABPath diplomate ID and birth month and year. A pathologist can find their 

ABPath ID by logging into their PATHway account and viewing their My Profile page. 

 

To access the Self-Assessment Modules, follow this link. 

 

Additional News:  

 CME Updates: 

o Awarded Accreditation with Commendation in July 2017 - Six-year 

accreditation term through July 31, 2023 

o Goal to meet AANP members CME/SAMs needs on track 

o 2019 SAMs Bundle purchases: 81 

 R13 Grant: 

o Submitted in December 2018 

o AANP Press Release on August 16, 2019: R13 Renewal Awarded! 

 Co-Branded Course with the USCAP at their Interactive Learning Center 

o Successful workshop held on Sept 19-20, 2019 by Drs. Perry, Rodriguez and 

Lopes 

o Updates of the WHO Classification of Brain and Pituitary Tumors 

 Reminder! – Education Committee Activities 

 Future Annual Meetings:  

 96th Annual Meeting: June 11 – 14, 2020 at the Hyatt Regency Monterey, 

Monterey, CA 

 97th Annual Meeting: June 10 – 13, 2021 at the Hyatt Regency St. Louis at the 

Arch, St. Louis, MO 

 98th Annual Meeting: June 9 – 12, 2022 at the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, 

Bonita Springs, FL 
 

  

https://wds.dataharborsolutions.com/ABPathOrg/Default.aspx
https://www.neuropath-education.org/sam/v2/signin.php
https://www.neuropath.org/self-assessment-sams
https://aanp.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/AANP_Press_Release_R13_Award_Renewal_2019_FINAL.pdf


Additional Updates 

Diagnostic Slide Session 

Moderator: Caterina Giannini, MD, PhD; 
Manager: Rebecca Folkerth, MD 
 

The highly anticipated 60th Annual 
Diagnostic Slide Session was held on the 
evening of Saturday, June 8, 2019 at the 
95th Annual Meeting. Eleven cases were 
presented, chosen from 39 submissions 
covering a vast array of pathology 
including neoplastic, vascular, muscle, 
nerve, developmental, infectious and 
neurodegenerative disorders. 
Neuropathology trainees, including one 
medical student, presented all eleven 
cases. 

The Diagnostic Slide Session set to be held at the 96th Annual Meeting in Monterey, California, will be held on 
Saturday, June 13th, 2020 at 8:00 pm.  The deadline for submissions for the 2020 Annual Meeting is Friday, January 
10th, 2020. Acceptance of cases for the 2020 DSS will be communicated in early February 2020. 
 

How to Submit a Case: 
Please submit the following to Caterina Giannini: 

       Brief clinical summary and key diagnostic points outlined in short PowerPoint or Word document. 

       Single representative H&E stained, and one unstained slides sent via mail 
• PLEASE write: EDUCATIONAL – DSS-2020 Submission 

 

Please let the moderator know if the submitted case has sufficient tissue to prepare glass slides for the “glass slide 
boxes.” Small biopsies of interest are also welcome for consideration and will be posted using virtual microscopy.  
 

Caterina Giannini, MD, PhD 
Attention: Pathology 
Mayo Medical Laboratories 
3050 Superior Dr. NW 
Rochester, MN 55901-1195 
Phone: 507-284-3887 
Giannini.Caterina@mayo.edu 
 

Notices 

Upcoming Meetings of Interest 

Meeting Meeting Dates and Location 

Canadian Association of Neuropathologists 59th Annual 
Meeting 

October 23 – 26, 2019 in Kingston, Canada 

Neuroscience 2019 October 19 – 23, 2019 in Chicago, IL 

World Congress of Neurology (WCN 2019) October 26-31, 2019 in Dubai  

Society for Neuro-Oncology 2019 Annual Meeting November 20 – 24, 2019 in Phoenix, AZ 

USCAP 109th Annual Meeting February 29 – March 5, 2020, Los Angeles, CA 

European Congress of Neuropathology June 3 – 6, 2020 in Odense, Region of Southern 
Denmark 

College of American Pathologists Annual Meeting October 10 – 13, 2020 in Las Vegas, NV 

Neuroscience 2020 October 24 – 28, 2020 in Washington DC 
 

mailto:Giannini.Caterina@mayo.edu


AANP Organization  

American Association of Neuropathologists 
8156-ES. Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 197 

Littleton, CO 80128 
Phone: (720) 372-0888; Fax: (303) 568-0406 

E-mail: aanp@aoeconsulting.com 

Officers 
President: Daniel J. Brat, MD, PhD 
President-Elect: R. Ross Reichard, MD 
Vice President: Eileen H. Bigio, MD 
Vice President-Elect: Eric Huang, MD, PhD 
VP for Professional Affairs: Douglas Anthony, MD, PhD 
Secretary-Treasurer: Jennifer Baccon, MD, PhD 
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer: Eddie Lee, MD, PhD 
 

Other Executive Council Members 
Rebecca Folkerth, MD 
John (Jack) Lee, MD, PhD (JNEN) 
Peter T. Nelson, MD, PhD 
Elizabeth J. Cochran, MD 
Arie Perry, MD 
Matthew P. Frosch, MD, PhD 
 

Committee Chairs 
Awards: Mirna Lechpammer, MD, PhD 
Constitution: Ryan Miller, MD, PhD 
Education: Eddie Lee, MD, PhD 
Membership: Anne Buckley, MD, PhD 
Neuropathology Fellowship Program Directors:  Suzanne 
Powell, MD  
Nominating: Matthew P. Frosch, MD, PhD 
Professional Affairs: Douglas Anthony, MD, PhD 
Program: Maria Martinez-Lage, MD 
Website: Michael Punsoni, MD 
 

Councilors to the  
International Society of Neuropathology 
Umberto De Girolami, MD 
M. Beatriz Lopes, MD, PhD 
Fausto Rodriguez, MD 
Tarik Tihan, MD, PhD 
Hannes Vogel, MD 

Official Journal 
Journal of Neuropathology & Experimental Neurology 
John (Jack) Lee, MD, PhD, Editor-in-Chief 
Eileen S. Healy, Managing Editor 
E-mail: jnen@pathology.wisc.edu 
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